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Save the Date

Dear Families,

Another wonderful week at Manor
Park has come to an end. The children
fully immersed themselves in their art
topic, and we are sure you are just as
excited as we are to see their final
pieces on Friday.
This week, we also raised an
unbelievable amount of money for
our link school in Kenya. Thank you all
for providing cakes and for showing
such kindness and support to one
another — it truly reflects the spirit of
our school community.
As the term comes to an end, we take
time to reflect on everything we have
shared: the learning we have
enjoyed, the friendships we have
made, and the strong sense of
gratitude we feel for our school and
community.
We wish you all a happy and restful
half term and look forward to
welcoming you back for Spring 2 —
hopefully with lots and lots of sunshine!
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Children’s Mental Health Week

SEND parent meetings

Safer Internet Day

Police car visiting EYFS

SEND parent meetings

Open afternoon @ 2:45pm - 3:15pm

Half Term

Diversity Mel parent workshop

Parents’ Evening

Diversity Mel assembly and workshops

Parents’ Evening

Diversity Mel assembly and workshops

World Book Day

British Science Week

SEND parent meetings

 Keep Britain Tidy: Great Big School Clean

Y4 rehearsal and concert at THS 

Y4 Hooke Court 

Easter Church Service @ 1:45pm

End of Spring Term 

*Further detailed information will be sent out via Arbor
for specific events closer to the time.
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Cedar Class in Year 4
have been continuing

building their netball skills
by marking, looking for

spaces and working as a
team in PE - great work!! This week in computing Oak Class in Year 4

were using Turtle Academy to program the
turtle to make their initials. Their work on

angles in maths really helped them with this. 

🧁Cake sale 🧁
A huge THANK YOU to everyone
for their generosity in support of
our cake sale! We are so grateful

for the time put into making
cakes with your little ones and

also for buying cakes.  There were
so many to choose from!!

Ash class in Year 2 have been exploring
the life of Edward Tingatinga, an artist

that lived in Tanzania, Africa. His art
style used vibrant colours and patterns
and we have been experimenting with
this over the last few lessons.  Well done

Ash class! 

Here are some of the letters that
Year 3 have written to the
children in Kalewa Primary

School, our Link School in Kenya.



Cake Sale Success!
You helped us raise a massive £476! This will buy

Kalewa Primary School 4 computers! 



Manor Park First School supports Children’s Mental Health Week - raising
awareness of the importance of our mental health. The theme this year
is ‘This is My Place’, which is based around belonging and how we can

feel a sense of belonging and help others feel like they belong. ​

A few Top Tips from PLACE2BE:​
Be your true self: Belonging comes
from being accepted for who you
are. ​
Do the things you love: sport, video
games, music, crafts, these are
great ways to connect each other. ​
Be kind to yourself when you make
a mistake, you don’t need to be
perfect. ​
Listen to your feelings and try to
think about what you need. ​
Talk to someone you trust, you are
not alone. 

Helping other children feel they
belong ​

‘If you see someone left out then
you can ask them to play’ ​

‘Be kind’ ​
‘By asking people how they are

and if they are okay.’ ​
‘Make sure everyone has friends

and feels included’ ​
‘Put yourself in other’s shoes’​



At Manor Park we will be
celebrating reading

throughout the year, so look
out for events and

information. We will be getting
involved in World Book Day,

our Readathon, book fairs and
reading competitions - to

name just a few things.

Take action now: 
Take 10 minutes to share a

story with your child
Talk with your child about
what book their class are

reading in English
Visit Dorchester Library

National Year of Reading!
The National Year of Reading
2026 is a UK-wide campaign

designed to help more people
rediscover the joy of reading.

It's a Department for
Education initiative, delivered

by a group of literacy
charities. 

The campaign is called
 'Go All In' (goallin.org.uk)

Instead of asking people to
“find time to read”, Go All In

brings reading to them, through
their passions. Whatever

people are into – sport, music,
food, gaming, film, fashion, or

creativity – is used to draw
them into reading.

We all know the benefits of
reading, but fewer of us are

doing it.
Reading expands minds, builds
confidence and fuels creativity.
Yet with more distractions and

less time, reading for pleasure is
in decline across many groups.
The National Year of Reading
2026 is here to change that.



Do you live in or near Dorchester and have a
baby, or a child under five? Imagination

Dorchester offers a free book every month!

Free book
E v e r y  m o n t h !

All children enrolled in Imagination
Dorchester receive a book in the
post every month until their 5th

birthday. Every book is personally
addressed to each individual child.
All book titles are published by the

Penguin Random House group and
are carefully selected by a panel of
experts in early childhood literacy

and reading.
Enrol online today by completing a

short form.
https://imaginationdorchester.net 

***If the form says "your postcode is not eligible", please tell a member of the Early Years team
and they will contact Imagination Dorchester to get your postcode added to list, so that you

can try again.***









WOW -the walk to school challenge 
Badge design competition 2026

Pupil name:

What did you draw? How does your picture use one of your senses?

Age: School email:

Local authority:

School name and address:PU
PIL

S

TE
AC

HE
RS

TUESDAY 24FEB
2026

CLOSING DATE

WALK the SENSES

EXAMPLES MAY INCLUDE: 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DRAW?
What do you see, hear, smell,
taste or feel as you walk or
wheel to school? Have you
spotted a fluffy cloud in the sky
or a cute dog passing by?
Maybe you like the sound of
feet walking. Or do you like the
smell of flowers or wild garlic
on the journey to school?
Maybe it’s the taste of your
favourite yummy snack or it
could be feeling the rain on
your skin.

WHATEVER
WAKES UP
YOUR SENSES,
DRAW IT!

Seeing a tree, a rainbow or
wildlife
The sound of birds singing
or people talking
The smell of flowers or
food from a shop
Tasting your favourite
snack on the journey to
school
Feeling sun or snow on
your skin

Our WOW badges are made inthe UK from repurposed plasticmaterial, including old fridge trays,plastic plates and off-cuts of yoghurtpot material. WOW badges can alsobe recycled. Find out more:livingstreets.org.uk/recycling

SUSTAINABILITY
AND WOW BADGES



Get involved in one of the UK’s
biggest design competitions for
children 
Encourage your pupils to think about
what evokes the senses. We’ll turn
each winning entry into more than
300,000 badges to be awarded to
WOW pupils who walk, wheel, scoot,
cycle or Park and Stride to school
across the UK next academic year.

Be big, bold and colourful!
Diversity and originality are key 
to standing out from the crowd!
WOW badges are only 3cm, so simple 
designs without small details work best!
Trademarks, logos and images of 
Strider will not qualify for the competition.
Winning designs will be digitally 
recreated, so pupils can use pencil, 
crayons or pens.

For full details about the WOW badge design competition, 
visit: livingstreets.org.uk/badgecompetition2026

We are Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking.

 

 

 
WOW is Living Streets’ walk to school
challenge. Pupils log their daily journeys to
school on the WOW Travel Tracker. Those
who walk, wheel, cycle or scoot to school at
least once a week for a month earn a WOW
badge, with a new one to collect each
month across the year. It’s as easy as that.
WOW successfully reduces congestion
outside schools, helping to tackle road
danger and air pollution - all whilst children
benefit mentally and physically from being
more active. livingstreets.org.uk/WOW

 WHAT IS WOW?
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.

.
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Living Streets (The Pedestrians’ Association) is a Registered Charity No. 1108448 (England and Wales) and SC039808 (Scotland), Company Limited by Guarantee (England & Wales), Company Registration No. 5368409.

WIN FREE RESOURCES for your school*

TOP TIPS FOR WINNING DESIGNS: 

#WALKTOSCHOOL LIVINGSTREETS.ORG.UK/WOW LIVINGSTREETSUK @LIVINGSTREETS

Badge design competition 2026
WOW  -the walk to school challenge 

The WOW badge design
competition is for everyone

and find out more.

We support pupils with special
educational needs and disabilities

to enter the badge design
competition. Head to 
livingstreets.org.uk/
badgecompetition2026

WALK the SENSES

Friday 13th FEB
2026

CLOSING DATE



Events‌
IN THE COMMUNITY

A town-wide dinosaur takeover
Saturday 14th February

The day begins at 10.00am, when three large animatronic
dinosaurs, including a T-Rex, Raptor and Allosaurus, arrive in
the town centre outside the White Hart on New Bond Street.

The dinosaurs will roam the streets, creating surprise
moments for visitors and shoppers.

At 12.30pm, the dinosaurs head to the beach ahead of the
Dino Run warm-up, where hundreds of runners, many in
fancy dress, will gather at the Pavilion end of the beach.

From 2.00pm to 4.00pm, the dinosaurs will continue to make
appearances along St Thomas Street and New Bond Street.





01305 268741
www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk

ManorParkDorchester@manorparkfirst
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